
GDIT	
  705-­‐55	
  Courseware	
  Design	
  

Jessica	
  Barron,	
  Tammy	
  Wiens,	
  and	
  Doug	
  Strahler	
  





  The	
  bulk	
  of	
  our	
  group’s	
  effort	
  went	
  into	
  the	
  
creation	
  of	
  a	
  three-­‐hour	
  class,	
  slated	
  for	
  week	
  
two	
  of	
  the	
  GDIT	
  755-­‐55	
  course	
  design	
  

  The	
  primary	
  technology	
  under	
  review	
  in	
  week	
  
two	
  of	
  the	
  course	
  is	
  blogging	
  

  In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  lesson-­‐plan	
  itself,	
  we	
  
thought	
  through	
  assignments	
  that	
  needed	
  to	
  
be	
  completed	
  in	
  advance	
  of	
  week	
  two	
  and	
  
homework	
  for	
  the	
  subsequent	
  week	
  



  Educational	
  Objectives	
  
After	
  completing	
  this	
  class,	
  student	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to:	
  
  Understand	
  the	
  rationale	
  of	
  creating	
  a	
  blog	
  for	
  educational	
  

purposes;	
  
  Evaluate	
  the	
  evidence	
  that	
  supports	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  blogging	
  as	
  an	
  

instructional	
  tool;	
  
  Identify	
  different	
  resources	
  that	
  support	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  blogging	
  as	
  

an	
  instructional	
  tool;	
  
  Create	
  a	
  blog	
  for	
  educational	
  purposes.	
  

  Requirements	
  for	
  Successful	
  Completion	
  of	
  this	
  class:	
  	
  
To	
  successfully	
  complete	
  this	
  class,	
  a	
  student	
  should:	
  
  Actively	
  participate	
  	
  
  Have	
  an	
  understanding	
  of	
  concepts	
  covered	
  
  Satisfactorily	
  complete	
  blogging	
  assignment	
  



  Three-­‐hour	
  course	
  
  Introduction	
  to	
  class	
  (20	
  minutes)	
  	
  
 Why	
  do	
  students	
  in	
  an	
  instructional	
  technology	
  
course	
  need	
  to	
  learn	
  about	
  blogs?	
  (50	
  minutes)	
  

 What	
  empirical	
  research	
  has	
  been	
  done	
  that	
  
would	
  support	
  our	
  decision	
  to	
  use	
  blogging	
  and	
  
under	
  what	
  circumstances	
  is	
  blogging	
  most	
  
beneficial	
  to	
  learners?	
  (50	
  minutes)	
  

 Wrap	
  up	
  Activity	
  (30	
  minutes)	
  
  Conclusion	
  (10	
  minutes)	
  





  Course	
  Information	
  
  includes	
  the	
  course	
  syllabus	
  

  Course	
  Documents	
  
  PDF	
  files	
  of	
  assigned	
  reading	
  for	
  students	
  

  Assignments	
  
  instructions	
  for	
  in-­‐class	
  activities	
  

  Projects	
  
  instructions	
  for	
  out-­‐of-­‐class	
  assignments	
  

  Web	
  Resources	
  
  links	
  to	
  articles	
  of	
  interest	
  

  Faculty	
  Documents	
  
  our	
  3-­‐hour	
  lesson	
  plan	
  for	
  week	
  2	
  





  Activity	
  One	
  
  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this	
  activity	
  is	
  to	
  stimulate	
  
cognition	
  in	
  the	
  learner	
  regarding	
  educational	
  
based	
  blogs	
  

  The	
  instructor	
  will	
  present	
  five	
  blogs	
  to	
  the	
  class	
  
via	
  a	
  projector	
  

  The	
  students	
  will	
  observe	
  the	
  blogs	
  and	
  take	
  
notes	
  on	
  each	
  blog	
  

  Learners	
  should	
  then	
  get	
  into	
  small	
  groups	
  and	
  
talk	
  about	
  their	
  findings	
  	
  



  The	
  most	
  relevant	
  of	
  these	
  principles	
  in	
  terms	
  
of	
  creating	
  blogs	
  would	
  be:	
  
  Segmenting	
  
▪  Can	
  help	
  learners	
  break	
  complex	
  material	
  down	
  into	
  
manageable	
  chunks	
  

  Pre-­‐training	
  
▪  Students	
  unfamiliar	
  with	
  creating	
  blogs	
  will	
  benefit	
  from	
  
preliminary	
  instruction	
  
▪  Teacher	
  needs	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  learners	
  know	
  the	
  key	
  
concepts	
  of	
  the	
  technology	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  clear	
  expectations	
  
of	
  what	
  to	
  include	
  in	
  the	
  blog	
  



  Collaborative	
  learning	
  
  Blogs	
  are	
  a	
  way	
  of	
  sharing	
  information	
  from	
  one	
  
to	
  many,	
  but	
  the	
  asynchronous	
  context	
  allows	
  
time	
  for	
  reflection	
  

  Rather	
  than	
  working	
  independently	
  in	
  the	
  class,	
  
blogging	
  allows	
  students	
  to	
  hear	
  from	
  their	
  
classmates	
  and	
  in	
  turn	
  they	
  “can	
  benefit	
  from	
  the	
  
perspectives	
  and	
  expertise	
  of	
  several	
  
participants”	
  (Clark	
  and	
  Mayer,	
  2008,	
  p.	
  268)	
  



  The	
  topic	
  of	
  the	
  lesson	
  fits	
  with	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  
Instructional	
  Technology	
  majors	
  

  The	
  lesson	
  material	
  fits	
  for	
  a	
  3	
  hour	
  class	
  

  The	
  descriptions	
  for	
  the	
  lesson	
  are	
  well	
  
justified	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  the	
  principles	
  covered	
  in	
  
classes	
  

  Group	
  members	
  collaborated	
  well	
  



  All	
  borrowed	
  contents	
  are	
  cited	
  properly	
  

  There	
  are	
  no	
  grammatical	
  mistakes	
  in	
  the	
  
writing	
  

  The	
  submitted	
  document	
  is	
  in	
  APA	
  style	
  
(length,	
  fonts,	
  format,	
  citations,	
  references,	
  
etc.)	
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